him than in the meeting, and rather more in the meeting
than in the cavalry's return in time."

"I put a great deal of hope still in all these things/'
she said.

"Theodora," he said, "you put the only hope I have
into me; I know that; God bless you for it."

When she reached home that night at about ten
o'clock she found Kallianassa at the door. "Madam,"
she said, "let me tell you very secret and strange things,
The man, the speaker, Theophanes has been here to see
you. He could not wait, nor hope to return. He would
not write, but said that he knew well that I would not
betray any secret of yours. In that he is wise. Listen,
Lady, let me whisper. The Palace weapons are in the
cellars of his tavern, 'The Roost'; the young men put
them there. They have been hidden there ever since.
They are to be served out to the drilled bodies after the
great meeting. But the important thing is this: The
Western lords have now made their pact with Nicanor;
the agreement is made but is not yet sealed. It is-to be
sealed to-morrow morning when the copies are ready.
The Western lords will all take the Sacrament together
to-morrow morning, then go to the Palace to take their
leave of the Emperor. They will then set forth out of
The City to meet their men wKb are already on the
march. Some of the weapons will go in their baggage-
wagons headed up in casks."

"Wait," Theodora said, "the wagons will have gone
already."

"He did not say that, Lady."

"No," Theodora said, "but the wagons move more,
slowly; they will have started. I wonder if they got
them away before the gates closed."

"He did not say, Lady. He said that the aU-important
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